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Bus Rapid Transit has shown that it can facilitate development 
and community growth, creating places where people want to 

live, work  and play with a neighborly focus, mix of uses, and 
pedestrian priority.

FOR VISUALIZATION PURPOSES ONLY

BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT)
Improving transportation options is vital to Albuquerque’s future quality 
of life and economic development. Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART) 
offers quick, simple, and safe first-class travel along with economic 
benefits. Transit-oriented development has proven to be a catalyst for new 
investment and businesses and supportive of existing corridor businesses, 
including  restaurants, retail, and entertainment. ART would also provide 
opportunities for improved streetscape and walkability, attracting more 

people to live along the corridor.

PROJECT BENEFITS
Faster and more reliable service	

•	 15% improvement in travel time — seven minute peak frequency 
•	 20-25% improved on-time performance
•	 Improved safety and security 

Demand
•	 5.3 million riders in 2014 — over 16,500 per weekday and over forty percent of 

the total number of ABQ RIDE passengers
•	 100% increase in estimated growth of ridership over the current Rapid Ride in 

next 5 years (FTA STOPS model)
•	 Connections with 32 of the 37 existing ABQ RIDE bus routes

Enhanced quality of life
•	 Wider sidewalks for a safer, more pleasant pedestrian experience
•	 Trees and landscaping
•	 Signalized intersections with protected left turns/u-turns provided for access 

to businesses and side streets every 1/4 mile, on average, for increased safety 
for pedestrians and cars. Estimated travel delay of 30 to 90 seconds, on 
average. 

Economic opportunities
•	 $900 million in potential new development and 5,000 jobs according to a 

study by NAIOP 
•	 Fort Collins MAX BRT project cost $87M, and the City of Fort Collins estimates 

its BRT has contributed $150M in regional economic development to date
•	 Increased land value
•	 Additional Gross Receipts Tax revenue

WITHIN 1/2 MILE OF CENTRAL AVENUE:

24% 
of all area employment 

$6,000 to 
$12,000

average savings per year

for families using transit
- Center for Neighborhood Technology

1 in 5
households have income 

below poverty level

Families below poverty level 
can save as much as 20% on 

household expenses. 
 - Center for Neighborhood Technology
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Albuquerque ART Line

Cleveland Healthline

Mexico City, Mexico - Insurgentes

Portland MAX Blue Line

Ottawa Transitway

Pittsburgh Martin Luther King, Jr. East Busway

Las Vegas Strip & Downtown Express (SDX)

Pittsburgh “The T”

Denver Central Corridor

Phoenix Metro

Denver Southwest Corridor

Ottawa O-Train

Charlotte Lynx

Los Angeles Orange Line

Eugene Emerald Express Green Line (EmX)

Pittsburgh West Busway

Pittsburgh South Busway

Boston Waterfront Silver Line

Las Vegas Metropolitian Area Express (MAX)

Boston Washington Street Silver Line

Kansas City Metro Area Express (MAX)

Seattle South Lake Union (SLU) Streetcar

Portland Streetcar

North American BRT, LRT, Streetcare and Bus Scores per
The BRT STANDARD 2013

POTENTIAL

Gold
≥85 pts

Silver
70 - 84 pts

Bronze
55 - 69 pts

Basic
54-38 pts

Below Basic
<38 pts

NORTH AMERICAN BRT, LRT, 
STREETCAR AND BUS SCORES PER THE 
BRT STANDARD 2013

The BRT Standard is an evaluation tool for world-
class BRT based on international best practices. It 
is also the centerpiece of a global effort by leaders 
in bus rapid transit design to establish a common 
definition of BRT and ensure that BRT systems 
more uniformly deliver world-class passenger 
experiences, significant economic benefit, and 
positive environmental impacts (Institute for 
Transportation Development Policy 2013).

POTENTIAL FUNDING
$119 million

CITY MATCHING FUNDS
•	 Sidewalk 

improvements
•	 Bus procurement
•	 Pedestrian lighting
•	 Landscaping

20%
CITY

80%
FEDERAL

PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCES

JULY 2011 
Feasibility Study

Completed

MARCH 2015
Project

Development

APR 2015
Council 

Approves Local 
Funding

MARCH 2016
Design

Complete
and Early 

Construction Begins

MAY 2016
Construction 

Begins

SEPT 2017
In-Service 

Date

AUG 2015
Small
Starts

Submittal

PROJECT TIMELINE

February 2016

*future BRT line proposed by the 
Mid-Region Council of Goverments

NOV 2014 
Conceptual

 Build Alternative 
Selected


