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Message from the Mayor

Dear Albuquerque families,

For over four decades, the City of Albuquerque, in collaboration with
Albuquerque Public Schools and a dedicated committee of retired
educators, has championed the importance of intergenerational
relationships through the “A Senior | Know” Essay Contest. This tradition
invites school-aged children in grades 1-5 to share their stories of older
adults who have made an impact in their lives, creating lifelong memories
and traditions.

The significance of this annual contest lies in its ability to foster
connections between generations, instilling in our youth a profound
appreciation for the wisdom and experiences of those who have paved
the way for them. Witnessing the evolution of this event into a cherished
community tradition for countless Albuquerque families has been truly
remarkable, as it has forged enduring memories and meaningful bonds
across ages.

This year, the response has been overwhelming, with over 900 entries
pouring in from young writers across our city. The selection showcased
here represents the pinnacle of each grade category, methodically chosen
by our valued panel of judges. These narratives range from the humorous
to the heart-rending, illustrating the profound impact of these relationships
on our community.

To our winners, congratulations on your outstanding achievement. To
the seniors who generously shared their stories, we extend our heartfelt

Above: Anna Sanchez, Director,
the Department of Senior Affairs.
Top: Timothy M. Keller, Mayor,

City of Albuquerque. Left: A child at
a local playground.

appreciation. We also commend the
teachers, principals, and the dedicated
“A Senior | Know” committee for their
unwavering support of this program
year after year. As we celebrate

this project coinciding with Older
Americans Month, let us come
together to honor the connections
made between generations that
enrich our lives and continue to
make Albuquerque the best place for
families.

Sincerely,

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor and

Anna M. Sanchez, Director
Department of Senior Affairs
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Meet Our
Judges

Ginger Grossetete
FOUNDER OF “A SENIOR | KNOW” ESSAY CONTEST

In 1981, | attended a workshop at the National Council on Aging
annual conference that included information about a project
whereby elementary students wrote compositions about
seniors they knew. | thought the idea had great potential and
decided we could turn it into a contest in our local elementary
schools. “A Senior | Know” was born.

The contest was launched in 1982 and was very well received.
Thousands of students have participated in the contest over
the years and we have received numerous comments from
teachers thanking us for providing the opportunity for their
students to participate in this wonderful community project.
The success of this project has been personally gratifying to
me and | look forward each year to reading the amazing stories
written by the winners. Let’s hope the contest continues for
generations to come.

Judy Koskovich
| taught 1st Graders in APS for 33 years. Each year was delightful!
Reading and creative writing were my favorite “delights!”
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Right (from left to right): The Judges:
Ginger Grossetete, Judy Koskovich,

Anita Sterchi, Sue Fickel, Barbara Polka-
Chenoweth, Marge Peters, John Johnson,
Carol Jenkins, Carol Johnson, Alicia
Meade, and Arnie Tice.

Watching those children realize they could
read and write... PRICELESS! Being able to
continue seeing this “magical happening,”
by judging these “Senior Essays” for over
16 years, is a great joy for me!

Marge Peters

I moved from Florida to Albuquerque 33
years ago and was employed by APS

for 22 years. | taught kindergarten, third,
and fourth grades, which entailed the

full grade level curriculum. | met Gay
Blech when she taught at Ofiate and was
involved in this contest.

She knew | would be interested in
helping with it if ever the need arose.

My most memorable year teaching was
the year | taught a third grade in which |
had two visually impaired students and a
German only speaker.
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Sue Fickel

| have been a judge for the

“A Senior | Know” Essay
Contest for 28 years. | do enjoy
getting the perspective of the
students on what they think
comprises “Senior Citizen” as |
am in that category. The stories
are interesting, enlightening
and in many cases amusing. |
am a retired teacher, counselor
and administrator from APS,
and will look forward to judging
in the future.

Barbara Polka-Chenoweth
| am a rookie at judging this
composition contest. Sue
Fickel, a dear friend from
church, asked me to partner
with her this year.

Prior to moving to Albuquerque,
| was a substitute teacher and
taught 5th and 6th grade in

Michigan, where | was raised.

| also taught 2nd grade in
Houston. In 1983, | was hired
as a Cognitive Language
Development teacher working
with kindergartners and 1st
graders in Albuquerque. Later,
this program became Early
Childhood Literacy. Eventually,

| worked with 1st graders as

a Reading Recovery teacher.
Before retiring after teaching for
36 Y2 years, | worked with K-5
students in my role as a reading
interventionist.

Carl Sagan said, “One of the
greatest gifts adults can give—
to their offspring and to their
society—is to read to children.”
It touches my heart to see

my 15-month-old grandson
looking at his board books
concentrating on the pictures
as he turns each page. He

Leadership
Timothy M. Keller, %
Mayor, City
of Albuquerque S

Kevin Sourisseau
Chief Operations Officer

Anna M. Sanchez
Director, Department of Senior
Affairs

Angel C. Montoya
Recreation Division Manager,
Department of Senior Affairs

City Councilors

District 1: Louie Sanchez
District 2: Joaquin Baca
District 3: Klarissa Pefia
District 4: Brook Bassan
District 5: Dan Lewis
District 6: Nichole Rogers
District 7: Tammy Fiebelkorn
District 8: Dan Champine

District 9: Renée Grout

Bernalillo County
Commissioners

District 1: Barbara Baca

District 2: Steven
Michael Quezada

District 3 Adriann Barboa
District 4 Walt Benson
District 5: Eric Olivas

CABQ.GOV
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loves his books and having them
read to him.

Arnie Tice

I grew up in Albuquerque. My
family moved here from Colorado
Springs when | was 4 years old.

| was part of Onate Elementary
School for 20 years. | started as
a volunteer when my children
attended Onate. | worked on
staff for nine years, first as an
educational assistant and then a
teacher.

My degree is in Early Childhood
Multicultural Education. | was
fortunate to be able to teach
kindergarten and then teach

a second and third grade
combination class. Working with
children, raising children, and being
around children always creates a
plethora of memories. | am looking
forward to reading the essays and
participating as a judge.

Alicia Meade

| have lived in Albuquerque for 37
years. | moved here after college to
begin my teaching career. | taught
Special Education for 30 years. The
last several years | worked primarily
with 4th and 5th graders.

| was fortunate to have team taught
with another teacher, so | was able
to focus on math and science.

| taught at Onate Elementary
School my whole career, and was
lucky to find a place that | could
call “home” for that long. My

own two children went to Onate.
| retired in 2017 and now | am
enjoying my retirement.

John Johnson
| have lived in Albuquerque most

6

of my life since 1957. | taught for
18 years in Albuquerque Public
Schools. | taught 5th grade
which included all subjects.

A special memory from my
teaching days was when my
1994-1995 5th grade class
organized a party at the gym
several years after they left my
school. Sixteen of the students
attended, and they were still
the same kind, caring people |
remembered. It was like magic.

Carol Jenkins

| have lived in Albuquerque
for 64 years. | was a teacher
for 39 years total. | taught
preschool through 4th grade,
but most of my teaching

was in kindergarten. | taught
kindergarten for 29 years and
loved it. My special memory is
working with children in their
“Squiggle Books.” | loved to
see their creations and hear
their stories.

| especially enjoyed their
“invented” spelling as they
learned to spell and write their
own stories.

Carol Johnson
| was born in Albuquerque and
have lived here most of my life.

| taught elementary school

for 27 years. The majority of
the years were as a 2nd grade
teacher, but | also taught
kindergarten and 1st grade. |
taught all the subjects.

| loved the smiles and hugs of
the students. | enjoyed helping
them learn and accomplish
new things.

Now that | am retired, the
smiles and hugs come from my
four grandchildren.

I love spending time with them
and watching them learn new
things. | am blessed to have
them in my life!
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The Winners

Here are this year’s winners of the 2024
A Senior | Know essay contest.
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GRADE 01
2024 Names 1
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Above: Juniper Brown
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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2024 e

A Senior I Know Essay Contest |cue | st v &
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School:
% %!h% o/
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Juniper Brown (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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Colten Heiny
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI

Above
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2024
A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Title: MY geﬂ\Of T K NO W

Name:_(Coolten Heiny
Grade & Age_L /
Teacher Doy Boxardineili
School:_ S0 (- Rase Elementody

Mi/orFi

My cenior Citizen’s pome s
R'a dnHo Keye ™ 71 apd he jkmy
grondpa., HE WoS baofn ;ﬂ Eloln
f”lhm# n 1960+ Ny Gf"O\h p 0 _POS
beCn:. moarrye peQrl O'nd haS 7
Chsldren apnd L5 or’am\ de. ffe liyec jp
Minnesota,_and 17 lave +ov i him.
Ny fovorife thing todo wnh rmy
oron dpa s ploy “hingo hecaule’] get
Yo Cpepd +ime wth him. My gropdpa jcthe
best] I [ove my grondpo.’

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior

Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Above: Colten Heiny (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI
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2024 vame: EThan Johnsm
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | g 157 aee 7 w¥orr
Teacher M5‘ WCC(D
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sl =
ey
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

=

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Ethan Johnson
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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2024 vncEthan Johngn

A Senior I Know Essay Contest | o1t aee 7 wXor
Teacher MS. Lufero

School: HQA{ Cj hﬂ, ZPL

e LENJW NS gk the Zo0
W\_,____—w:!..thw GrandmA e

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor ! Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Ethan Johnson (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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2024
A SENIOR I KNOW ESSAY CONTEST
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Above: Annie Luan
TEACHER: MS. FINDELL
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2024
A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Name:_ ] sobelle. Montang
Grade I— Age 1 M_ orFA/

Teacher Dg_nﬂg &[m(dn’\“h
School: Sondhio- ]
vy
Title: (\/\V 8@ O'\ LK
My Senigh  CRizen™  DOVMNE
19" PedTho e od Ghe i
mv d\%mm, S N2 XS orn
' /1962 % Alhat yerg e
whtch  Was D 1aN Hiwmlé  0go.
Oh0 eSS K081 molfhied 17 veaps
(\M MS CE NI My Jrangena
LK 1q QD Lié ! hd

JmQ“ﬁ\QV My Ciest Yaine flnly  wad
SpeCiol %mkSé I Cought o  blg
L£16h With Om\\dm T  aleg [KC
Y0 have @mc/w J«C Jh%s with her.
She e o' fuhl T MY dleldma.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Above: Isabella Montano
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI
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2024
A Senior I Know Essay Contest

%@)&

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque. Depa

Above: Isabella Montano (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI

Name: :I 5 abella. lfl°ﬂ+av\;:>
GradeE Agel M_orFJ
Teacher_ Donnc Bevardineiti
School: S@M&SLCMW

&) e My sen 105 L T Ko &5 ﬁ
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2024 Name: v 1
A Senior I Know Essay Contest e | %
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Above: Henry Tolbert (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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2024 Name: ‘k'k,mrU\ mu)v\QW‘\"
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. | Aggi@mp_

Teacher! NS gg NG BN

school:M@ﬂLMg@M/

T

Title:

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Henry Tolbert (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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GRADE 02

2024 Name: Michael Butler.
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. > a0 v xor

Teacher __Mrs. Smith

School: Sandia Base Elementary

Title: My Loving Grama

My favorite senior citizen is my Grama. Me and my sister call her
Grama. Grama was born on July 2, 1967 in Bronx, New York.
Grama’s father was Tom, and her mother was Joan. My Grama had
six siblings. There were three sisters and three brothers. My Grama’s
spouses name is Michael. My Grama has been married for 22 years.
My Grama had two children. Their names are Michael and Daniel.
My Grama is fun because she takes me places. My Grama’s hobbies
are sewing and building furniture because she likes to fix things. My
grama like traveling and driving places. She likes playing games.

My Grama’s occupation is retired which gives her freedom to do
whatever she wants. She can go see family whenever she wants. My
Grama’s most memorable event is getting married and the birth of
her children. I chose my senior citizen because she loves me and she

is very sweet.

=

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Michael Butler
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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2024 Name: '
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. Jz_- Age L M_orFy/
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5 e
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Alma Chavez
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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2024
A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Name:

Grade _Z;h"‘{ Age _& M_ orF L/

Teacher ﬂz‘q‘k y_é 24 aton w&-ﬁzl_

School: A28 La (pwayvistadoce
o >

Aoy

iy [}

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Alma Chavez (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Amelia Mares
TEACHER: MRS. KOWALSKI
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2024

A Senior I Know Essay Contest

418 W
Age Z 4 M__or F_‘/

Teacher MCS . Kywalskh
soo: SANAIQ. BSE,

Grade 2
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Above: Amelia Mares (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. KOWALSKI
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2024 Name: ZOV A Qa0 o
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor. ""

[er, Superinten

She «\\{g,gmég‘

Sponsored by: City i 4 er

Above: Zoya Rana
TEACHER: MRS. ORTEGA




ALBUQUERQUE « 2024

2024 Name: Z D'y &
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | 2 ae § v or
Teacher _{Wny{" S , ”P%’QJQQ

School: W\ O\V\"L-O\h o0 qQ,
S C,\l\« g a \‘ y

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor ‘J

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior A

Above: Zoya Rana (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. ORTEGA
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2024

A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

K

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Eros Soto
TEACHER: MS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Eros Soto (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Tiffany Vuong
TEACHER: N/A
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Richard J. Berry, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Acting Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Matthew Willis
TEACHER: MS. SWOBODA
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Timothy;L Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
[

Above: Gilbert Baca
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Gilbert Baca (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Gilbert Baca (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Richard J. Berry, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Acting Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Laing Diesel
TEACHER: Ms. Brock
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor s Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tatiana Griego
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tatiana Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tatiana Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Leann Mai
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Esther Penner
TEACHER: MS. ANNE
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Supermtendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque. Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Samuel Schmehi
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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Above: Xavier Aguiniga
TEACHER: N/A
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Title: My Wonderful Nana: An Essay

My Nana is one of the best and bravest seniors in the world. Her name is
Zsuzsanna which is a Hungarian name, in English it means Susan. She was born in a
small town in Hungary called Rabatotfalu.

Nana fled to America in the 1950’s when she was just 12 years old. Before fleeing
Hungary, she remembers being forced to wear a red scarf to school to mark herself as
Hungarian, this was because her country was under Russian rule. Nana told me that
students were forced to learn Russian in school but she refused in protest. These are just
some of the reasons I think my Nana is so brave.

Since Nana is an elder, she has lots of advice for the younger generations. She
always tells us that kids should go outside more and spend as much time as they can with
family instead of playing video games. She said her favorite holiday is any holiday that
she gets to spend with me and my brothers because she loves us and is proud of us for all
we have done so far in life. One funny memory I have with Nana is when I saw her and
we were both wearing the same sweater! We laughed about it and I hugged her.

Nana loves to watch golden-age Hollywood movies, which is one of the reasons I
think she is so cool. Nana still wants to travel all over the world and explore new places.
She thinks that one of the advantages of being a senior citizen is that she gets discounts at
lots of stores, other than that she said there aren’t many advantages.

All in all, I’ve learned a lot from my Nana. I respect her because she is my elder
and love her very much. She is one of the most important people in my life and my
favorite senior in the world. I imagine meeting her would be like meeting Taylor Swift
because she is just that spectacular!

i<

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Emily Connors
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent '

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Rosario Chavez
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Rosario Chavez (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Rosario Chavez (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Above: Molly Gonzalez
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON
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Sponsored by: City ofAlbuquerque,‘EEpanment of Senio}Affairs and Albuquerqué Public Schools

Above: Tomas Griego
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Tlmothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tomas Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tomas Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Gideon Lagoda
TEACHER: MS. DUNN
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Gideon Lagoda (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. DUNN
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2023 Name: f 2] !.Q! \ SQL(L] SQ
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cue U 2 4 mvar

Teacher M(S. Ha_(t un
School: SO.I X Liﬂ thQ,

Title: My Very Interesting Nana!

My Grandma is so interesting and super nice. She was born in Las Vegas in 1960
and her name is Janet. Her parents used that name because it was easy to spell but I still
call her my Gram Grams because I like how it sounds. I can't wait to tell you all about
how great my Gram Gram is!

My grandma is a wonderful person. One reason I love her is because she tells
funny jokes. I think she got that from me because I'm like a clown! She told me to try
new things and work hard, also get smart and don’t have bad friends. I will try my best to
follow grandma’s advice because I think it will help me have a good life in the future.

When she was younger, she used to play with her friends, they would ride bikes,
play games and have water fights! Grandma says that these are some of her best
memories from when she was younger. Grandma told me that her parents were strict. She
and her sister had to do lots of chores, they had to clean the backyard together and had no
option. But she said they got it done together as a family. When she was done doing
chores, she had a toy she liked to play with, it was called the clackers. It had plastic balls
on it that when they hit together, they made a clack like sound. Her other favorite toy was
a jump rope. She said she liked it so much because if she was alone, she could play with
it, or if she was with friends she could play with it too, so really it was nice to have
around.

One funny memory Gram Gram remembers is when she was playing tag with her
sister. I think she took too hard of a turn and fell in a ditch and rolled down the hill into
lots of mud! Her happy memory was that she played hide and seek. The hiders were her
and her sister and the seeker were their twin dog’s! Unfortunately, her sad memory was
that her dog passed away from a virus. This is what my grandma did during her
childhood and tells me what I should do in my life.

Lte

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Orion Solano
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest

lots more good memories together.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Name: C\ rkl paiva)

Grade Age M__ orF

Teacher

School:

In summary, my grandma is awesome! I don't see her all the time but that does not
mean [ don't love her. You should really meet her, she is kind, funny and wonderful. She
also had one of the most interesting childhoods I've ever heard of! I hope we can make

e

Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Orion Solano (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN
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2024 Name: C"\ane Bef\'!(}ﬂ
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teacher MP.ChOCON
School:}!”()%) G(QH ﬁ(ili ¢ ' SUMQ\

Title: My Grandma

My grandma’s name is Connie Gonzales. She was born on August 26,1953 in
NM. Me and my grandma live right next to each other by a dirt road and she loves it
there.

My grandma has lots of interesting things about her. My grandma has 2 sons, 1
daughter, 5 grandkids, and 1 great grandson. She comes from a really big family. My
grandma worked when she was 15 until she graduated college when she was 21. Then
she worked until she was 65. When she was younger she really loved school. She also
likes to clean the house and work in the backyard.

My grandma impacted my life by teaching me to save my money and to help
people. My grandma told me it doesn't matter how old you are, you can still do anything.
She told me how to be when you have a big family and lots of problems. She taught me
how to handle that.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Chance Benton
TEACHER: MR. CHACON
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2024 Name: Pierson David Gambill

A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cues a0 mxorr

Teacher Mrs. Smith

School: S.Y. Jackson Elementary

Title: My Uncle Mike, A Brief History

My Senior | Know essay is about my uncle, Michael (Mike) Gambill. He grew up in a
small farming town called Vandalia, Ohio. Vandalia is on the plains but near the forest. Mike lived
next to a cow pasture. Sometimes the cows would escape their pasture. He never knew how they
escaped, but every time they did his mom would walk the cows - like walking a dog- all the way
back to their farm.

Mike went to a Catholic elementary school named St. Christopher’s and was taught by
nuns. After he graduated elementary school, he went to the local high school, Vandalia Butler
High. He started working as a teenager in the fields with the farmers, along with his younger
brother Steve, to help his mom because his dad and mom broke up and the family needed extra
money.

While he was in high school, Uncle Mike wanted to work at the annual Trap Shoot
Tournament. Trap Shooting is where people shoot clay discs with shotguns. He needed to be at-
least 14 years old to work there. His younger brother Steve also wanted to work at the Trap
Shoot, but Steve was too young. During Uncle Mike’s interview, Uncle Steve came in and said he
wanted to work too. The man asked Steve how old he was, and he lied and said he was two
months younger than his brother. The man didn’t know who to believe, but he knew that brothers
had to be born at least nine months apart. The man sent them both away, so neither of them got
the job that year.

After high school Uncle Mike graduated in business from the University of Arizona, and
then worked hard to open a sales and marketing business, which sold everything from beef jerky
to fire arms. He made remarkable progress and earned enough money to help support his family.
Uncle Mike's favorite thing to do when he was younger was to go hiking in the forest. He would
explore, hike, and forage all throughout the day and sometimes even after dark. He would come
home only when he felt hungry and needed to shove some food in his mouth.

Thank you for listening to my Senior | Know essay about my Uncle Mike.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Pierson David Gambill
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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2024 Name: Sydnie Heiny
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | s aw 10 v orx
Teacher Mr Dietz & Mrs. Hudson

School: Sandia Base Elementary

Title: My Grandma

The senior citizen I chose to interview is my grandma. Her name is Ida.
She was born in Carrizo Springs Texas, on June 22, 1963.

As akid, my grandma would play games with her siblings. Some of the
games she would play were football, paddle ball, and marbles. My grandma's
dad died very young. Her mom had to raise eight kids by herselfl My
grandma's mom never drove but always made sure that they made it to church,
doctors appointments, and school. My grandma would always listen to her
sister, so one night she snuck out with her sister, her sister told her to help her
through the window. My grandma helped her through the window, but she

hopped right into bed leaving my grandma outside. My grandma got caught
by her mom and got in trouble.

My grandma's first job was babysitting. It paid three dollars an hour. She
graduated high school even though she got married young. Looking back my
grandma wishes she had known there was no rush to get married so early.

Growing into adulthood she gave birth to five kids: my mom, my two
aunts, and my two uncles. She now has twenty-seven grandkids (including
me). Some of her favorite memories with us are spending time in a cabin on
the lake and making tortillas.

[ love my grandma and spending time with her. She worked hard to be

where she is today and she still does. This is why I chose to interview her,
because she's hard working.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Sydnie Heiny
TEACHER: MR. DIETZ & MRS. HUDSON
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque. Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Kate Kesler
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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Above: Teclo Munoz
TEACHER: N/A
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Name: Landon Luna Sanchez
Grade 5 Age_11 M. x orF
Teacher: Mr. Dietz & Mrs. Hudson

School: Sandia Base Elementary

Title: My Amazing Senior

My Grandma, Paula was born in San Miguel, El Salvador, in October
1959. She lives in Orlando, Florida and works at Kennedy Space Center as a
janitor.

When my Grandma was a kid she didn’t have a lot of money and she
had a lot of siblings growing up, but she still was happy and made the most of
it. She looked up to her mother because she was a girl and she was a nice
woman. My grandma's parents always worked hard to give my grandma food

and a house and what impressed my grandma was that her parents never
fought in front of her.

My grandma is a funny person. She is always making people laugh and she
always talks about selling her house. She says stuff like, “I like my house but
I'want to sell it and get a house that is one story instead of two stories.”

My grandma has a tradition that she does with us where on New Year's
Eve at midnight we eat 12 grapes and then make 12 wishes for the New Year.
When we're done we drink a glass of apple cider. My grandma likes seeing me

and my sister. She says that she’ll never forget when she first held me and any
moment after that.

So, as you can see, my grandma is a happy and amazing person even though
she has gone through stuff that was challenging.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Landon Luna Sanchez
TEACHER: MR. DIETZ & MRS. HUDSON
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2024 Name: Annashn
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | g 5

Age Il M_orFF
Teacher MS -5 am
School: TMEMS

Title: / \/L, oPg

When my Opa (grandpa in Dutch) was 5 years old, he moved to a very small dairy farm in Texas.
Because they immigrated from the Netherlands, his family and anyone he knew didn’t speak
English. He was put in kindergarten and knew no English. No one was able to understand
anything he said or educate him in any way, because it wasn’t a popular language that anyone
knew. My Opa couldn’t understand or learn anything because he couldn’t speak the same
language as his teachers and peers. Because he couldn’t communicate, he wasn’t able to pass
kindergarten several times in a row. He was forced to teach himself a language he didn’t know
anything about, while his teachers weren’t able to help him either. This impacted him in so many
ways as he grew up and continues to learn every day. Though my Opa was and IS very smart, he
faced many challenges that will last forever. This simply was because he was unable to

effectively communicate and understand what his school was trying to teach him.

His story has taught me the importance of the need and benefits of being independent and hard
work. My Opa is very inspiring because he has worked his whole life doing manual labor,
because that was the only way he could be successful while being so behind in education. He
works hard every day but still finds time to learn and grow with me, the things he couldn’t learn
in school himself. My Opa may not be rich, he may not be famous, he may not have a degree, but
he is my hero and has taught me things that aren’t always in school books.

D "=

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Annastin Singleton
TEACHER: MS. SAM
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Annastin Singleton (Continued)
TEACHER: THE MONTESSORI ELEMENTARY
AND MIDDLE SCHOOL (TMEMS)
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A Senior | Know Winner List

GRADE 1

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE

Juniper Brown
Colten Heiny
Ethan Johnson
Annie Luan
Isabella Montano

Henry Tolbert

Michael Butler

Alma Chavez

Amelia Mares
Zoya Rana
Eros Soto

Matthew Willis

Gilbert Baca
Laing Diesel
Tatiana Griego
Leann Mai
Esther Penner

Samuel Schmehi

Emily Connors
Rosario Chavez

Molly Gonzales

Manzano Day School
Sandia Base Elementary
Holy Ghost Catholic School
Manzano Day School
Sandia Base Elementary
Manzano Day School

GRADE 2
Sandia Base Elementary
La Conquistadora Academy
Sandia Base Elementary
Manzano Day School
Holy Ghost Catholic School
Shephard Lutheran Elementary
GRADE 3
La Conquistadora Academy
Shephard Lutheran Elementary
La Conquistadora Academy
S. Y. Jackson Elementary
Montessori ONE Academy

S. Y. Jackson Elementary
GRADE 4
Sandia Base Elementary
La Conquistadora Academy

S. Y. Jackson Elementary

Ms. Sebastian
Ms. Berardinelli
Ms. Lucero
Ms. Findell
Ms. Berardinelli

Ms. Sebastian

Mrs. Smith
Ms. Wiener
Mrs. Kowalski
Mrs. Ortega
Ms. Valenzuela

Ms. Swoboda

Mrs. Valenzuela
Ms. Brock
Mrs. Valenzuela
Mrs. McCallon
Ms. Anne

Mrs. Smith

Mrs. Martin
Mrs. Valenzuela

Mrs. McCallon

10-11

12-13

14

15-16

17-18

19

20-21

22-23

24-25

26-27

29

30-32

33

34-36

37

38

89

4

42-44

45

62




ALBUQUERQUE « 2024

Tomas Griego
Gideon Lagoda

Orion Solano

Chance Benton
Pierson David Gambill
Sydnie Heiny
Kate Kesler

Landon Luna Sanchez

Annastin Singleton

Isabella Montano

Colten Heiny

Xavier Aguiniga
Teclo Munoz

Tiffany Vuong

A Senior | Know Winner List
GRADE 4 (CONTINUED)

La Conquistadora Academy
Arroyo del Oso Elementary School
Sandia Base Elementary

GRADE 5
Holy Ghost Catholic School
S. Y. Jackson Elementary
Sandia Base Elementary
S. Y. Jackson Elementary
Sandia Base Elementary

The Montessori Elementary and
Middle School (TMEMS)

Winners
FRONT AND BACK COVERS

Sandia Base Elementary

Sandia Base Elementary

Other Featured Artists

Manzano Mesa Elementary
Manzano Mesa Elementary

Manzano Mesa Elementary

Mrs. Valenzuela

Ms. Dunn

Mrs. Martin

Mr. Chacon

Mrs. Smith

Mr. Dietz \ Mrs. Hudson

Mrs. Smith

Mr. Dietz \ Mrs. Hudson

Ms. Sam

Ms. Berardinelli

Ms. Berardinelli

N/A

N/A

N/A

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE

46-48

49-50

51-52

53

54

55

56

58

59-60

Front

Back

40

57

28

63
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