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Dear Albuquerque families, 
For over four decades, the City of Albuquerque, in collaboration with 
Albuquerque Public Schools and a dedicated committee of retired 
educators, has championed the importance of intergenerational 
relationships through the “A Senior I Know” Essay Contest. This tradition 
invites school-aged children in grades 1-5 to share their stories of older 
adults who have made an impact in their lives, creating lifelong memories 
and traditions.

The significance of this annual contest lies in its ability to foster 
connections between generations, instilling in our youth a profound 
appreciation for the wisdom and experiences of those who have paved 
the way for them. Witnessing the evolution of this event into a cherished 
community tradition for countless Albuquerque families has been truly 
remarkable, as it has forged enduring memories and meaningful bonds 
across ages.

This year, the response has been overwhelming, with over 900 entries 
pouring in from young writers across our city. The selection showcased 
here represents the pinnacle of each grade category, methodically chosen 
by our valued panel of judges. These narratives range from the humorous 
to the heart-rending, illustrating the profound impact of these relationships 
on our community.

To our winners, congratulations on your outstanding achievement.  To 
the seniors who generously shared their stories, we extend our heartfelt 

Message from the Mayor
Above: Anna Sanchez, Director,  
the Department of Senior Affairs. 
Top: Timothy M. Keller, Mayor,  
City of Albuquerque. Left: A child at 
a local playground.

appreciation. We also commend the 
teachers, principals, and the dedicated 
“A Senior I Know” committee for their 
unwavering support of this program 
year after year. As we celebrate 
this project coinciding with Older 
Americans Month, let us come 
together to honor the connections 
made between generations that 
enrich our lives and continue to 
make Albuquerque the best place for 
families.

Sincerely, 

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor and

Anna M. Sanchez, Director 
Department of Senior Affairs
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Ginger Grossetete
FOUNDER OF “A SENIOR I KNOW” ESSAY CONTEST

In 1981, I attended a workshop at the National Council on Aging 
annual conference that included information about a project 
whereby elementary students wrote compositions about 
seniors they knew. I thought the idea had great potential and 
decided we could turn it into a contest in our local elementary 
schools. “A Senior I Know” was born.

The contest was launched in 1982 and was very well received. 
Thousands of students have participated in the contest over 
the years and we have received numerous comments from 
teachers thanking us for providing the opportunity for their 
students to participate in this wonderful community project.
The success of this project has been personally gratifying to 
me and I look forward each year to reading the amazing stories 
written by the winners. Let’s hope the contest continues for 
generations to come.

Judy Koskovich
I taught 1st Graders in APS for 33 years. Each year was delightful! 
Reading and creative writing were my favorite “delights!” 

Meet Our 
Judges

Watching those children realize they could 
read and write... PRICELESS! Being able to 
continue seeing this “magical happening,” 
by judging these “Senior Essays” for over 
16 years, is a great joy for me!

Marge Peters
I moved from Florida to Albuquerque 33 
years ago and was employed by APS 
for 22 years. I taught kindergarten, third, 
and fourth grades, which entailed the 
full grade level curriculum. I met Gay 
Blech when she taught at Oñate and was 
involved in this contest. 

She knew I would be interested in 
helping with it if ever the need arose. 
My most memorable year teaching was 
the year I taught a third grade in which I 
had two visually impaired students and a 
German only speaker.

Right (from left to right): The Judges: 
Ginger Grossetete, Judy Koskovich, 
Anita Sterchi, Sue Fickel, Barbara Polka-
Chenoweth, Marge Peters, John Johnson, 
Carol Jenkins, Carol Johnson, Alicia 
Meade, and Arnie Tice.
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Sue Fickel
I have been a judge for the 
“A Senior I Know” Essay 
Contest for 28 years. I do enjoy 
getting the perspective of the 
students on what they think 
comprises “Senior Citizen” as I 
am in that category. The stories 
are interesting, enlightening 
and in many cases amusing. I 
am a retired teacher, counselor 
and administrator from APS, 
and will look forward to judging 
in the future.

Barbara Polka-Chenoweth
I am a rookie at judging this 
composition contest. Sue 
Fickel, a dear friend from 
church, asked me to partner 
with her this year. 

Prior to moving to Albuquerque, 
I was a substitute teacher and 
taught 5th and 6th grade in 

Leadership

Timothy M. Keller,
Mayor, City 
of Albuquerque
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Michigan, where I was raised. 
I also taught 2nd grade in 
Houston. In 1983, I was hired 
as a Cognitive Language 
Development teacher working 
with kindergartners and 1st 
graders in Albuquerque. Later, 
this program became Early 
Childhood Literacy. Eventually, 
I worked with 1st graders as 
a Reading Recovery teacher. 
Before retiring after teaching for 
36 ½ years, I worked with K-5 
students in my role as a reading 
interventionist.

Carl Sagan said, “One of the 
greatest gifts adults can give—
to their off spring and to their 
society—is to read to children.” 
It touches my heart to see 
my 15-month-old grandson 
looking at his board books 
concentrating on the pictures 
as he turns each page. He 
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loves his books and having them 
read to him.

Arnie Tice 
I grew up in Albuquerque. My 
family moved here from Colorado 
Springs when I was 4 years old. 
I was part of Onate Elementary 
School for 20 years. I started as 
a volunteer when my children 
attended Onate. I worked on 
staff for nine years, first as an 
educational assistant and then a 
teacher. 

My degree is in Early Childhood 
Multicultural Education. I was 
fortunate to be able to teach 
kindergarten and then teach 
a second and third grade 
combination class. Working with 
children, raising children, and being 
around children always creates a 
plethora of memories. I am looking 
forward to reading the essays and 
participating as a judge. 

Alicia Meade 
I have lived in Albuquerque for 37 
years. I moved here after college to 
begin my teaching career. I taught 
Special Education for 30 years. The 
last several years I worked primarily 
with 4th and 5th graders. 

I was fortunate to have team taught 
with another teacher, so I was able 
to focus on math and science. 

I taught at Onate Elementary 
School my whole career, and was 
lucky to find a place that I could 
call “home” for that long. My 
own two children went to Onate. 
I retired in 2017 and now I am 
enjoying my retirement. 

John Johnson 
I have lived in Albuquerque most 

of my life since 1957. I taught for 
18 years in Albuquerque Public 
Schools. I taught 5th grade 
which included all subjects. 
A special memory from my 
teaching days was when my 
1994-1995 5th grade class 
organized a party at the gym 
several years after they left my 
school. Sixteen of the students 
attended, and they were still 
the same kind, caring people I 
remembered. It was like magic. 

Carol Jenkins 
I have lived in Albuquerque 
for 64 years. I was a teacher 
for 39 years total. I taught 
preschool through 4th grade, 
but most of my teaching 
was in kindergarten. I taught 
kindergarten for 29 years and 
loved it. My special memory is 
working with children in their 
“Squiggle Books.” I loved to 
see their creations and hear 
their stories. 

I especially enjoyed their 
“invented” spelling as they 
learned to spell and write their 
own stories.

Carol Johnson 
I was born in Albuquerque and 
have lived here most of my life. 

I taught elementary school 
for 27 years. The majority of 
the years were as a 2nd grade 
teacher, but I also taught 
kindergarten and 1st grade. I 
taught all the subjects. 

I loved the smiles and hugs of 
the students. I enjoyed helping 
them learn and accomplish 
new things. 

Now that I am retired, the 
smiles and hugs come from my 
four grandchildren. 

I love spending time with them 
and watching them learn new 
things. I am blessed to have 
them in my life! 
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The Winners
Here are this year’s winners of the 2024
A Senior I Know essay contest.
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GRADE 01

Above: Juniper Brown 
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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Above: Juniper Brown (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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Above: Colten Heiny 
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI 
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Above: Colten Heiny (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI 
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Above: Ethan Johnson 
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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Above: Ethan Johnson (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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Above: Annie Luan 
TEACHER: MS. FINDELL
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Above: Isabella Montano 
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI
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Above: Isabella Montano (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI
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Above: Henry Tolbert (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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Above: Henry Tolbert (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SEBASTIAN
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Above: Michael Butler 
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH

GRADE 02
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Above: Alma Chavez 
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Above: Alma Chavez (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Above: Amelia Mares 
TEACHER: MRS. KOWALSKI
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Above: Amelia Mares (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. KOWALSKI
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Above: Zoya Rana 
TEACHER: MRS. ORTEGA 
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Above: Zoya Rana (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. ORTEGA 
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Above: Eros Soto 
TEACHER: MS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Eros Soto (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Tiff any Vuong
TEACHER: N/A
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Above: Matthew Willis 
TEACHER: MS. SWOBODA
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Above: Gilbert Baca 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA

GRADE 03
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Above: Gilbert Baca (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Gilbert Baca (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Laing Diesel  
TEACHER: Ms. Brock
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Above: Tatiana Griego 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Tatiana Griego (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Tatiana Griego (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Leann Mai 
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON 
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Above: Esther Penner
TEACHER: MS. ANNE
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Above: Samuel Schmehi
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH 
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Above: Xavier Aguiniga
TEACHER: N/A

GRADE 04
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Above: Emily Connors 
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN



A SENIOR I KNOW ESSAY CONTEST

42

Above: Rosario Chavez
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Rosario Chavez (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Rosario Chavez (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Molly Gonzalez 
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON
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Above: Tomás Griego 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA
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Above: Tomás Griego (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Tomás Griego (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. VALENZUELA 
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Above: Gideon Lagoda 
TEACHER: MS. DUNN 
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Above: Gideon Lagoda (Continued) 
TEACHER: MS. DUNN 
 



51

ALBUQUERQUE     2024

Above: Orion Solano
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN 
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Above: Orion Solano (Continued) 
TEACHER: MRS. MARTIN 
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Above: Chance Benton 
TEACHER: MR. CHACON 

GRADE 05
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Above: Pierson David Gambill  
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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Above: Sydnie Heiny 
TEACHER: MR. DIETZ & MRS. HUDSON
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Above: Kate Kesler 
TEACHER: MRS. SMITH
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Above: Teclo Munoz
TEACHER: N/A
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Above: Landon Luna Sanchez
TEACHER: MR. DIETZ & MRS. HUDSON 
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Above: Annastin Singleton 
TEACHER: MS. SAM
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Above: Annastin Singleton (Continued)
TEACHER: THE MONTESSORI ELEMENTARY 
AND MIDDLE SCHOOL (TMEMS)
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Our Sponsors
Here’s to our partners, who made this 
contest possible.

T I T L E  S P O N S O R C O M M U N I T Y  S P O N S O R

S P O N S O R S H I P S
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Emily Connors Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Martin 41

Esther Penner Montessori ONE Academy Ms. Anne 38

Samuel Schmehi S. Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. Smith 39

Leann Mai S. Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. McCallon 37

A Senior I Know Winner List

Matthew Willis Shephard Lutheran Elementary Ms. Swoboda 29

Michael Butler Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Smith 19

Alma Chavez La Conquistadora Academy Ms. Wiener 20-21

Gilbert Baca La Conquistadora Academy Mrs. Valenzuela 30-32

Amelia Mares Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Kowalski 22-23

Laing Diesel Shephard Lutheran Elementary Ms. Brock 33

Zoya Rana Manzano Day School Mrs. Ortega 24-25

Tatiana Griego La Conquistadora Academy Mrs. Valenzuela 34-36

Eros Soto Holy Ghost Catholic School Ms. Valenzuela 26-27

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE

Juniper Brown Manzano Day School Ms. Sebastian 8-9

Colten Heiny Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Berardinelli 10-11

Ethan Johnson Holy Ghost Catholic School Ms. Lucero 12-13

Annie Luan Manzano Day School Ms. Findell 14

Isabella Montano Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Berardinelli 15-16

Henry Tolbert Manzano Day School Ms. Sebastian 17-18

GRADE 1

GRADE 2

GRADE 3

Rosario Chavez La Conquistadora Academy Mrs. Valenzuela 42-44

Molly Gonzales S. Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. McCallon 45

GRADE 4
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Tomás Griego La Conquistadora Academy Mrs. Valenzuela 46-48

Gideon Lagoda Arroyo del Oso Elementary School Ms. Dunn 49-50

A Senior I Know Winner List

Kate Kesler S. Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. Smith 56

Landon Luna Sanchez Sandia Base Elementary Mr. Dietz \ Mrs. Hudson 58

Annastin Singleton The Montessori Elementary and  
Middle School (TMEMS) Ms. Sam 59-60

Colten Heiny Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Berardinelli Back

Isabella Montano Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Berardinelli Front

Teclo Munoz Manzano Mesa Elementary N/A 57

Xavier Aguiniga Manzano Mesa Elementary N/A 40

Tiffany Vuong Manzano Mesa Elementary N/A 28

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE

Orion Solano Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Martin 51-52

Chance Benton Holy Ghost Catholic School Mr. Chacon 53

Pierson David Gambill S. Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. Smith 54

Sydnie Heiny Sandia Base Elementary Mr. Dietz \ Mrs. Hudson 55

GRADE 4 (CONTINUED)

GRADE 5

Winners 
FRONT AND BACK COVERS

Other Featured Artists
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2024 A Senior I Know Essay Contest Winners
Department of Senior A� airs

Angel Montoya
P: 505-764-6475
E: acmontoya@cabq.gov

Citizen Contact Center: 311

Colten Heiny
TEACHER: MS. BERARDINELLI
GRADE 01


