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Message from Chief Medina

Hello Albuquerque, and Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season enjoying
some time off with family and friends. 

We are looking forward to 2025 after finishing out the year strong. Our Traffic Division continues to do 

great work in the field. For the New Year’s Eve holiday we
partnered with several other agencies to enforce DWI
throughout the city. 

During the operation, 156 vehicles were stopped and 369
traffic citations were issued. DWI officers assisted with
two traffic crash investigations and arrested 4 drivers for
DWI.

As for our Criminal Investigations Division, in 2024, APD detectives solved 79 homicide cases. 

A total of 125 murder suspects were arrested, a 6% increase from 2023 and the most in the history of
the department. APD’s homicide solve rate was also above 90% for the third straight year. 

As we just wrapped up our Holiday Enforcement Plan, we will be making a
public announcement with the results and highlighting some key
individuals who were arrested multiple times during the operations. 

I’m proud of our officers who have been working hard to make our
shopping districts safer and for addressing these quality of life issues. 
Additionally, we have increased enforcement to a historic part of our city
that had experienced more crime this year. 

As we have seen improvements, we continue to 

address the concerns and will be holding an
event next month at Old Town Hobbies and
Games, hosting Cops vs. Kids Game Day. 

The event geared toward kids ages 8 and up will
be on February 1, from 1:00p.m.-4:00p.m. We
hope to see you there!

Thank you to our community for your
continued support, we look forward to another
great year ahead. 

-Chief Harold Medina
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Happy New Year!

I want to encourage all to help us

strengthen our neighborhoods and

community.  Get connected with our

department through community

events such as coffee with a cop,

Community Policing councils, and

neighborhood association meetings.

Collaborate and share your ideas

with us to help tackle challenges in

our community.  Lastly,  please

share information with your

community and stay informed on

what we as a community are doing

to make the Valley Area Command

safe.







 

Auto Burglary Prevention 
Auto burglary is a crime of opportunity; vehicles are easy targets and often contain property
that is attractive to thieves. Large parking lots and neighborhoods with a lot of on-street
parking can be prime targets for theft. Use the easy, inexpensive tips below to reduce your risk. 

Auto Theft Prevention 
Taking precautionary and target hardening measures can reduce your chances of
becoming the victim of an auto theft. The listed tips below can help can make your
vehicle an unappealing target for auto thieves. 

Precautions 

Precautions Devices 

Remove These Items 


 
 
 

 








 

Leave nothing in plain-view inside your
vehicle. Park in visible, well-lit areas.
Roll up windows and lock doors. Place
items in your trunk before reaching
your destination. 
Secure the trunk, hatches, bed-
mounting tool boxes and canopies. 

Garage door openers
Electronic items (laptops, cell phones)
Luggage/bags
Financial documents/insturments
Cash
Firearms
Mail
Wallets/Purses 

 Always roll up your windows, lock the
doors and take your key, even if you
will only be away for a short time. 

 Kill Switch – Interrupts the electrical,
fuel or ignition system. 

 Steering Wheel Lock – Prevent the 
 Never leave your car running steering wheel from being turned more

than a few degrees; visible from
outside the vehicle. 

unattended.
Park your vehicle in a visible area with
good lighting. 

 
 Collar – Prevent the steering column 

 Never leave a second set of keys from being stripped. 
hidden inside or attached to your
vehicle. 

 Brake Lock – Prevent the brake from 
being engaged to remove the
transmission from Park.  Park in attended lots, when possible, 

providing more potential for witnesses.  Etching – Etching the VIN number on 
 If you have a garage use, as an the vehicle’s glass can make it less

valuable to thieves. alternative park in your driveway. 
Lock the garage door and your vehicle. 
Do not leave the title inside the
vehicle. 

 
 

The majority of auto thefts take place night or in the early morning hours, and over half occur in 
residential areas including apartment complexes. 



You can download the app for iOS and Android
devices today!
Scan QR Code to download.

We’re excited to announce that the
Albuquerque Police Department has joined
Atlas One, a new public safety network that
will keep you connected and informed of
nearby incidents, alerts, and announcements
related to our community. 

The Atlas One app will automatically send you
an alert when a public safety issue occurs near
your current location, or places you care
about, such as your home, school, or office.

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/atlas-1/id1509528933
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=app.atlasone



