METROPOLITIAN PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

Minutes of May 3, 2016
Location:  Parks and Recreation Department, 1801 4th Street NW
Members Present: John Myers, Chairman, Janet Harrington, Susan Michie-Maitlen, Louis M. Romero, Ted O. Humphreys, David W. Turner, Dan Wilkinson,
Balloon Fiesta Commission Representative for the MPRAB:  Bill Nordin

Members Excused/Absent: Roxanne Turley, Vice Chairman
City Staff Present:  Garry Wolfe, Assistant Director, Christina Sandoval, CIP Program Manager, Jourdan Reese, Aquatics Sr. Office Assistant - sitting in for Bobbie Jo Garcia, Executive Assistant
Visitors: N/A
Call to Order:   Mr. Myers called the meeting to order.
Approval of Today’s Agenda: Mr. Myers asked to approve the Agenda. Mr. Wolfe asked that Christina be allowed to report prior to him do to another meeting she’ll be attending. Mr. Myers asked to approve the agenda with the exception to Christina reporting earlier. No objections were made. The board unanimously approved the motion. 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Myers inquired if there were any objections to the Minutes as written for April, 2016; Susan Michie-Maitlen stated she was absent for the April meeting but listed as present. The board unanimously approved the motion with the exception of Susan’s absence.
.

Announcements:  None 

General Public Testimony:  None 

Reports:

· Christina Sandoval, CIP Program Manager, provided information as follows:

Reports: 2017 Geo Bond is in preparation and submitted the request last Thursday. Gives detailed presentation on what was submitted with chart provided. Explains differences between Geo Bond and Revenue bond, explains details of the Los Altos Pool renovations. 
A brief discussion on what “required requests” are. Item 10 is discussed: new parks development projects. Explained phasing with larger projects to save money for sharing with other park projects and partnering with council to get all projects done.

Briefly talked about projects for chairman that we’re focusing on i.e., irrigation, playground equipment, etc. If board has projects in mind, they can speak to council; keep in mind, it is a year-long process and we’ve already submitted our info.
New funds from 2017 Geo bond money will be available 1st. quarter of 2018, March/April. 80% spent by the time we start new bond cycle. Explained phase 1 of new projects and phase 2 with zero value.

County needs help with public safety memorial for all the First Responders who passed away in Albuquerque in the line of duty. There will be a meeting this week for full details of what will be included. Also memorial for victim of gun violence will be held in a city park, there are no set plans and any recommendations are welcome.

Westgate cc park does not need all 14 acres; PRD to take over 10 acres. We have 2 acres close by. FCS to work with us. 

NDB public meeting about the library on the 24th or the 25th; will council be able to attend?

Chairman asks about South Broadway Park; Okay with naming soccer field Pat Grange? Discussion of process of naming land. Important to the community.
Garry Wolfe, Assistant Director, provided information on various Divisions in the Department: 
Golf Management: May 1st at Ladera, Espinoza PE & Golf headed by Bill Harvey & Jerome Expinoza took over operation. Bad Weather. First time golf awarded a contract through a competitive bidding process. This will be the new process for future golf contracts. – Los Altos in 2017, ADO in 2018.
To recover from the broken well at Los Altos Golf Course it is suggested that an increase in green fees and membership fees take place.  A Public meeting may be held this summer to discuss this suggestion. 
Aquatics: WMAC will open May 4th after being closed for a month. Pool was drained, part of the pool floor removed and major repairs made to the primary water line.  = $70,000. We were able to use bond money for repairs and no more leaking. (Thousands of gallons lost.) All seasonal pools are prepped for opening weekend, Memorial Day.

2016 represents the 90th anniversary of municipal pools in ABQ area. NDB is in the planning & design process. Cibola Loop pool in talks as well. Over 5,000 pool attendees in 2015. Over $96,000 revenue in swim lessons annually. Discussion about advancement of Aquatics – Lessons, splash pads, new locations.
Recreation: State tennis finals. JC and SV start 5/4/16.

Southbound Louisiana closed; best access is to exit before. 
BFP – Event Center & Cid Cutler is very busy with prom and graduation reservations. We should promote for more of these events.
Open Space: Unknown cause for fire in Bosque on west side. Under an acre burned. City Council wants to take 3% of the total city budget for land acquisition. 2017 Geo bond has no Land Acquisition listed due to this potential change. 
Park Management: watered and maintained. Mayor wants to have loan in process before leaving office for replacing Los Altos well. Discussion on who owns that well, City of Water Authority.
Bill Nordin, Balloon Fiesta Commission Representative, provided information as follows:
Lots of news at Sid Cutter. Minor weaknesses but very popular. People having trouble locating front door. Well received, proms and graduations. First year has done very well. No one can hear you. Updated fee schedule
Events this summer: Lacrosse Fiesta, Rugby Saturdays, soccer during the weekdays up to 5,000 participants, Archery state championships in July, Wine Festival, walks/marathons, car shows, kickball, cancer relays. Museum has its own events.
· Unfinished Business - There are currently vacancies in Districts 1, 7 and 8. 
· Old/New Business – 
1. Appointment of Balloon Fiesta Commission MPRAB Representative will be deferred for one month. 
2. Motion to accept Renaming South Broadway Park to Willie Castillo Park; all were in favor. Motion to rename Ventana Ranch Soccer Park to Patrick Grange Soccer Park; all were in favor.
· Sub-Committee Reports – McDuffie Park with weed problem and irrigation problem. McDuffie Park is an older park and is in need of irrigation repairs.  

· Members’ Roundtable – Report on P&R issues in their area (limit 2 minutes)
1. A concern was made in regards to break-ins in and around Zia Little League. PRD is currently working on moving surveillance cameras around to different parks to help deter this type of behavior, also PRD is looking to expand on the Pilot Parks Security Program in order to observe and deter unwanted behavior in city parks. The Board would like a list and contact information on the Neighborhood Associations in their districts so they may reach out to the neighborhood associations to provide their contact information as another method of getting neighborhood park concerns relayed to PRD. 

2.  A question was raised in regards to allowing bike traffic on walking paths and are they allowed? PRD is currently in the process of updating the Park Use Ordinance and will be addressing trail and path use. 
Adjourn:  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The board unanimously approved the motion.
