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17 April  2013
Minutes
Present: Chairman Roger Newall, Stephen Asher, Archie Garcia, Steve Overman, Elise Wheeler
Absent: Dennis Kelly Ken O’Keefe, Luis Tafoya, Nicholas Pisano, Lloyd Calderon, Brian Leen, Kelly Street, 
      Pat Gaston
Meeting call to Order by Chairman Newall at 9:09am

April 2013 Minutes were accepted as corrected. Chairman Newall informed the Board that the Minutes are now posted on the City website.
Roger extended an invitation to Therese Sanchez Air Guard Wing Headquarters, Family Services to speak to the Advisory Board.
Albuquerque Veteran Employee Coins

Mayor Berry presented five employees with the City of Albuquerque Employee Veteran coins that were designed to recognize and honor employees who served in the US Military. Roger is coordinating with Directors to set up arrangements to present coins to employees who are veterans working in their department.  Employees are able to request the coin on the city website, to date 113 employees have requested the coin. Department of Senior Affairs has requested the coins be given to their volunteers; Roger has agreed volunteers could purchase the coin for ten dollars. Part time employees will be more difficult to contact.  
Hiring Preference

Members requested information on the process for hiring veterans through the Mayor’s Hiring Veterans Initiative. Each member will provide questions for Chairman Newall to present to the Human Resource Director.
Legislation– Archie Garcia, Vice Chair  
The Veterans Procurement legislation was passed however; Archie has met on several occasions with representatives from the State of New Mexico, City of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, UNM, CNM, APS to help determine uniformity in the procedures written for verification. There is no State funding appropriated to oversee the process or monitor the cap.  

The Bill to provide a tax exemption for retired veterans did not pass.

New Mexico Veterans Business Expo and Job Fair May 8 -9, 2013

Set up on May 8th, 2013 12:00 – 5:00pm located on the east side of the Albuquerque Convention Center. The City of Albuquerque has been very supportive in allowing the use of the Convention Center. There will be a reception for exhibitors at 5:30pm.  Continental breakfast and lunches with be proved for exhibitors. Expo begins 7:30am – 4:30pm. New Mexico Veterans Expo Workshop - ACCESS TO CAPITAL Presented by Professionals

Bank of the West, Applied Capital, The Loan Fund, Wesst, Accion Where: Veterans Procurement Assistance Center(VPAC), 1314 Madeira SE. Albuquerque, NM  When: April 24, 9-12pm for more information call Archie Garcia, (505) 338-4155, or email agarcia@vpacinc.org. The workshops on April 23rd and May 2nd will include resume writing, interviewing skills dress for success, translating military terms, etc.  Participants must be registered in both events. Elise will provide email contacts for Archie to share the information.
Children’s Freedom Festival, Sunday, June 9th, 2013 
The Planning Committee continues to meet to discuss details of the event being held on Sunday, June 9th, 2013, 1:00pm – 4:00pm. Admission is Free. The Opening Ceremony begins at 2:00pm. The purpose is to help children appreciate those to whom they owe their freedom. It will be advertised as a family event; targeted at elementary school aged children. Archie suggested contacting Explora. Event starts at 1:00pm. The Opening Ceremony begins at 2:00pm; volunteers will direct parents/children to the amphitheater at approximately 1:45pm.  Ken has made arrangements for the Color Guard, National Anthem and Pledge.  ROTC will be guides for parents/children to visit stations.  There will be a number of tables where children can get an empty bag to place items given at the different booths.  Roger invited Board members to attend the next meeting.  Donations will provide scholarships for children of fallen heroes.  Elise mentioned there are several programs (Chapter 33 and Chapter 35) which will pay the child’s college fee and a stipend. Elise offered to assist in developing the criteria.
Open Discussion
Archie mentioned his concern regarding Board members attendance.  Roger stated that the Outlook process sometimes creates an issue when accepting an evite. 

Roger will provide members with more information on the Open Meetings Act training and encouraged everyone to attend.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:54am

Next Advisory Board Meeting
8 May 2013
New Mexico Veteran’s Memorial

1100 Louisiana SE

9:00am to 11:00am

Draft
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